Advisory on Participation in Political Activities and Election Campaigning by
Civic, Business and Professional Bodies

Under the Parliamentary Elections Act, any person who conducts activities to
promote or procure the election of a candidate, must be individually authorised in
writing by the candidate or his election agent on and from Nomination Day.
Individuals who are not citizens of Singapore are prohibited from taking part in any
election activity and cannot be so authorised.

2 In addition, any civic, business or professional body that wishes to participate
in any political activity or allow its funds and/or premises to be used for political
purposes needs to ensure that its constitution allows it to do so, and ensure that this
does not contravene any laws that the body is subject to.

3 Such political activities include endorsing certain candidates and publishing
advertisements or issuing press statements to express its support for a candidate. If
such advertisements or statements amount to election advertising, the relevant rules
under the Parliamentary Elections Act and its regulations have to be complied with.

4 While such bodies should have their own processes to consult their members
and consider the merits of supporting a candidate, it remains each individual’s right
as a voter, regardless of his membership of any organisation, to freely decide whom
to support and how to cast his vote.
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